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“Great discoveries and 
achievements invariably involve the 
cooperation of many minds.” 
Alexander Graham Bell  

 
INTRODUCE A GIRL TO ENGINEERING 

 
Yesterday twenty-six of our fifth 
grade girls attended “Introduce a Girl 
to Engineering”.  Mr. Quevedo, Mrs. 
Lozano, and I attended the 
conference with the girls at Fresno 
State.  The girls had the opportunity 
to listen to a panel of local female 
engineers.  They asked questions 
and heard motivational experiences 
about how the women attained their 
career goals. They then attended 
different breakout sessions.  They 
created catapults, replicas of the 
earth, and built rockets.  They had a 
wonderful day! #sciencerocks 

 
   SCHOOL SPIRIT COMMITTEE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Our School Spirit Committee always 
creates fun engaging activities for 
our students!  Every month students 
and staff alike look forward to dress-
up days and fun events.  These fun 
traditions strengthen our school 
culture and make our school a great 
place to be!    

For the past few weeks Mrs. Jasso 
has been team teaching with our 
Super Star Kindergarten team.  The 
specific Common Core strategy has 
been Numberless Word Problems.  
These problems are designed to 
provide scaffolding that allows 
students the opportunity to develop 
a better understanding of the 
underlying structure of word 
problems. Our students are rising to 
the expectations of our standards.  
Thank you Mrs. Jasso for modeling 
great strategies and for our teachers!  
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Learning 

Director’s Note 

TCOE Spelling Bee! 
 

 
 
On Wednesday Mrs. Jennifer 
Pacillas took Golden Valley’s 
top spellers to the TCOE 
Spelling Bee.  This is what Mrs. 
Pacillas said about this year’s 
experience: 
 
We didn’t win 1st place but it 
was a winning day!  I was so 
proud of our spelling team, and 
it was an honor to coach them. 
They studied every day, and 
were very brave to stand up in 
front of hundreds of spellers 
and spectators to compete in 
the bee.   All the girls 
represented Golden Valley with 
style.  They were respectful, 
polite, and kind to everyone we 
encountered.  I look forward to 
another great day on Friday 
when we go to the Dinuba 
Rotary Spelling Bee. 
 
Thank you Jennifer for taking 
on the spelling bee task again 
this year! 
 

ELPAC Begins Monday! 

This Monday, February 26th 
marks the opening of our 
ELPAC window.  On 
Wednesday, Helen Jarosz and 
I calibrated scoring with grades 
3-5.  We tabbed our examiner’s 
manuals and made sure we 
were able to access the audio 
portion via TOMS.  All grades 
have now calibrated.  Some of 
our aides have been trained 
and will assist K-1 teachers.  
We are ready to start!  
Teachers, please consult the 
one-on-one testing schedule to 
see which room you will be 
using to test students.  The 
window for teachers to finish 
testing closes March 16th.  I will 
then conduct make-ups and 
package our materials. 

GIFT in Math! 

This week as I visited 
classrooms I saw students 
actively engaged in well 
planned math lessons.   Our 
Golden Valley teachers were 
using slide presentations and 
manipulatives to make math 
come alive!  Students were 
excited about their learning!  I 
also saw great examples of 
differentiation and intervention 
in the area of math.  When 
math lessons are delivered 
using great instruction the first 
time, students will benefit 
greatly. I am very proud of our 
hard working teachers!! 

Norma 

 

 

Coaching 

Chronicles 

On Monday, Math Instructional 
Coaches attended “Building 
Addition and Subtraction Fact 
Fluency K-3.”  Teachers across the 
US have students memorize 
addition, subtraction and 
multiplication facts.    Teachers 
usually have students memorize 
because the curriculum standards 
have specified students need to 
be fluent with numbers.  
However, Fosnot and Dolk (2001) 
defines fluency as “knowing how 
a number can be composed and 
decomposed and using the 
information to be flexible and 
efficient with solving problems.”  
The best way to develop fluency 
with numbers is to develop 
number sense and to work with 
numbers in different ways, not to 
blindly memorize without 
number sense. 

 We are excited to share 
what we learned and also to 
demonstrate strategies that can 
be used to build addition and 
subtraction fact fluency.  This will 
be the content for our next 
Extended Professional 
Development.   Please let me 
know if you need any help on 
anything and thank you for being 
amazing! 
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The University of Arizona was the 
first university in the state of 
Arizona, founded in 1885 (twenty-
seven years before the Arizona 
Territory achieved statehood). The 
university includes the University 
of Arizona College of Medicine, 
which operates a medical center in 
Tucson, and a separate 4-year M.D. 
college in downtown Phoenix. As of 
the 2012-2013 calendar year.  The 
total enrollment was 40,223 
students. The University of Arizona 
is governed by the Arizona Board of 
Regents. The mission of the 
University of Arizona is, “To 
discover, educate, serve, and 
inspire.” Arizona is one of the 
elected members of the Association 
of American Universities (an 
organization of North America’s 
premier research institutions) and 
is the only representative from the 
state of Arizona to this group. 
 
Known as the Arizona Wildcats 
(often shortened to “Cats”), the 
athletic teams are members of the 
Pacific-12 Conference in the NCAA. 
UA athletes have won national 
titles in several sports, most 
notably men’s basketball, baseball, 
and softball. The official colors of 
the university and its athletic 
teams are Cardinal Red and Navy 
Blue. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA 
OFFERS 334 FIELDS OF STUDY 
LEADING TO BACHELOR’S, 
MASTER’S, DOCTORAL, AND 
PROFESSIONAL DEGREES. 
ACADEMIC DEPARTMENTS.  

 

 

HOW TO BECOME A SPEECH-

LANGUAGE PATHOLOGIST 
Speech-language pathologists 
typically need at least a master’s 
degree. Most states require that 
speech-language pathologists be 
licensed. Requirements vary by 
state. 

PAY 
The median annual wage for 
speech-language pathologists was 
$74,680 in May 2016. 

JOB OUTLOOK 
Employment of speech-language 
pathologists is projected to grow 
18 percent from 2016 to 2026, 
much faster than the average for 
all occupations. As the large baby-
boom population grows older, 
there will be more instances of 
health conditions that can cause 
speech or language impairments, 
such as strokes or dementia. 

 
.https://www.youniversitytv.com/c
ollege/university-arizona/ 
 

 

WHAT SPEECH-LANGUAGE 

PATHOLOGISTS DO 
Speech-language pathologists 
(sometimes called speech 
therapists) assess, diagnose, treat, 
and help to prevent communication 
and swallowing disorders in 
children and adults. Speech,  
 
 
 

 
 
language, and swallowing disorders 
result from a variety of causes, 
such as a stroke, brain injury, 
hearing loss, developmental delay, 
Parkinson’s disease, a cleft palate, 
or autism. 

 

WORK ENVIRONMENT 
About 2 out of 5 speech-language 
pathologists worked in schools in 
2016. Most others worked in 
healthcare facilities, such as 
hospitals.   

Carlos 
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